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published in 1792 of 'laws relating to the growers of wool and
to the manufacturers of and dealers in all sorts of woollen
commodities' contained references to 311 statutes in force at
that time. Earliest of all was the Assize of Cloth which can be
traced back to the twelfth century. Originally, it prescribed the
exact dimensions of cloth, eto wit, of two ells within the lists,
and of the same goodness in the middle and the sides', and in
the reign of Edward I a special officer known as the aulnager was
appointed to see that the law was enforced. But the restriction
on the size of the cloths proved inconvenient, and after the
fourteenth century the aulnager simply certified by his stamp
the size and quality of the cloths offered for sale. Even Adam
Smith approved of this system, which gave protection to the
consumer without hampering the producer. In addition to
the aulnager, the officials of the guilds and special 'searchers'
appointed by the municipalities saw to the observance of
the industrial code.

Colbert had his imitators in all parts of Europe. Frederick
the Great imposed import prohibitions by hundreds, closed
the frontier to the export of raw materials, welcomed French
silk-weavers into Prussia, and lavishly distributed bounties on
export. In Austria the textile, glass, and metallurgical industries
were heavily subsidized, and foreign workmen were imported
to teach the natives new processes. In Russia Peter the Great
endeavoured by similar methods to introduce Western industry
into his barbarous semi-oriental empire,

THE GROWTH OF INDUSTRIAL FREEDOM

The system of State control which we have just described had
obvious dangers. It tended to hamper technical progress and
to give obsolete methods of production an unnaturally long
lease of life. Two years after Colbert's death, the silk workers
of Tours complained that his prescription of particular widths
for silk fabrics had ruined their market. A similar allegation
was made by the clothworkers of Auvergne and Normandy.
On occasion, a relaxation of the obnoxious regulations was
obtained, but the process of approaching the Government was